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The primary goal of the class, Drugs, Society and You, is to provide a safe and 

supportive environment for young people – allowing them to develop appropriate 

attitudes, knowledge, skills and competencies to make positive, healthy choices about the 

use of drugs (including alcohol and tobacco). An underlying theme, “With freedom 

comes responsibility,” will be conveyed. The class will include teacher presentations, 

classroom activities/discussions and visits by guest experts. 

 

Evaluation will be based on the following: 

 

Attendance - (1% daily)  15% 

Class Participation   45% 

(Including class behavior) 

Quiz 1    10% 

Quiz 2    10% 

Final Writing Assignment 20% 

 

60% = Passing 

< 90% = Passing with honors 

 

Attendance  

As per the school attendance policy, students who are absent for 25% of sessions (4 classes) or 

late for 50% of sessions (7 classes) will receive a Fail for the class.  Students who arrive more 

that 10 minutes late to a class session will be considered absent for that session. 
 

 

 



Class Content 

 

The History of Drug Use 

 Humans have used drugs of one sort or another for thousands of years. In this 

 section we will explore: 

  

 Worldwide History of Drug Use/Abuse 

  History of Drug Use/Abuse Within the United States 

 A Study of Commonly Used Substances - Both legal and Illegal  

 

The Brain: Understanding Neurobiology Through the Study of Addiction 

 Recent brain science has opened new doors to understanding how drug use 

 impacts the human brain. In this section we will explore: 

 

 What is Addiction? 

 How Does Addiction Take Hold in the Brain? 

 Why Are Some People More Vulnerable Than Others? 

 How Can People Recover Once They’re Addicted? 

 What Is Our Best Approach to Stopping Drug Abuse in This Country? 

 

Substance Use and Abuse within Society  
 This section will be explored along with the ongoing study of Aldous Huxley’s 

 Brave New World in English 10 class. Items discussed will include: 

 

 Why Do People use Drugs? 

 How are Individuals, Families, Communities and Society-At-Large impacted by 

Chemicals (Drugs)? 

 Socio-Economic Issues: A look at how drug use affects every sector of society, 

straining our economy, our healthcare and criminal justice systems 

 Do We Love Our Time? 

  - Are we willing to stand up to, to enter into the challenges of our time? 

  - Why has there been an upsurge in substance use in recent years? 

 

Prevention, Treatment and Recovery 

 This section will explore various drug abuse prevention strategies, addiction 

 treatment models and recovery programs. Topics covered will include: 

 

 Detecting Substance Use Problems Before Addiction Develops 

 What Does Treatment for Chemical Abuse/Dependency Look Like? 

 What is Recovery?  

 

 


