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Politics & Public Speaking
The Art of the Possible

First Trimester 2010-2011, 8 September – 17 November

Instructor:  Matthew J. Voz

Week One: Introductions

Speech: The Philosophy of Rhetoric – Ethos, Pathos, and Logos

Political Season: Political Party and Size of Government
Week Two:


Speech:  Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream”

Political Season: Midterm Elections Explained, Control of Congress, What’s at 
Stake, What are the issues

Week Three:


Speech:  Malcolm X “There is no Such Thing as a Non-Violent Revolution” 

Political Season: The Tea Party Movement, what does it mean – racist backlash, 
financial sensibility, populist posturing?

Week Four:


Speech:  John F. Kennedy “Ask not what Your Country Can Do for You” 

Political Season: The Obama Alternative – What is the point of a Government?
Week Five:


Speech:  Franklin Delano Roosevelt: “We Have Nothing to Fear but Fear Itself”

Political Season: The Function of Target Demographics in Elections
Week Six:


Speech: Winston Churchill

Political Season: The Economy - The opposing views about what to do and their 
philosophical 
underpinnings

Week Seven:  Speeches
Week Eight:  Here Comes the Election:  A Lead-up and A Round-Up

Week Nine:  Speeches

Week Ten:  Speeches

Project 1: A Comprehensive report on a Contested Congressional Election (due Oct. 22, 2010)

This Report should be approximately 800 words and include the following:
· A description of the candidates (political party, previous and current careers and public life, other things of note)
· An analysis of the demographic aspects of the race (who are the candidates reaching out to, where do they draw their support, are their any “swing” groups

· An analysis of the candidates ideas about the role of government in the economy, society, etc.
Project 2: A Historical Overview and Delivery of a Great Speech (Due the last three weeks of Class)

This Project will include a short (300 word) synopsis of the historical milieu of a great speech and the delivery of that speech to both sections of the class.  Your speech will be graded by your peers under the following criteria:
Physical Presence
· Curb appeal—Was the speaker appropriately attired and neatly turned out, manifesting care for their appearance? 

· Comportment—Did the speaker convey alertness and propriety through their stance? 

· Countenance—Did the speaker's facial expressions convey emotion, attract the audience? 

· Eye contact—Did the speaker connect with the audience visually, include the entire audience, and reflect their interest in the audience? 

· Body language—Did the speaker use large and small body movements to convey the message, engage the audience? 

Vocal Technique
· Quality—Was the speaker’s voice pleasing, warm, assured, firm? 

· Modulation—Did the speaker modulate their voice to convey feeling and emotion? 

· Rate—Was the tempo appropriate; did it vary to convey different feeling? 

· Volume—Did the speaker’s voice fill the room? 

· Diction—Did the speaker articulate clearly, speak distinctly? 

· Contact—Did the speaker build rapport with the audience, show concern for the audience? 

· Confidence—Did the speaker convey sincerity and elicit the audience's sympathy? 

· Enthusiasm—Did the speaker manifest their own inspiration and elicit same from the audience? 
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