Ancient Civilizations
Youth Initiative High School, Grade 10

January 4 – 22, 2010 
Teacher:  Jacob Hundt
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In this class, we will be going back to the beginning of human history.  We will talk about the essential features of human cultures and societies and try to see whether or not human beings, or human nature, have changed in any important way over the course of history.  We will begin with a look at the culture of hunter/gatherer societies and then we will explore the ancient roots of our own civilization, beginning with the invention of agriculture in the Middle East around 10,000 years ago.  Then, we will proceed to examine the great civilizations of Egypt, Mesopotamia, Persia, Greece, and Rome.  The focus of our discussions here will be on the large-scale political, economic, and cultural structures that arose among these peoples.  We will also examine the ways in which geography, climate, resources, technology, and systems of belief shaped the organization and development to each ancient civilization.  Through our explorations of these themes, we will attempt both to gain an understanding of these civilizations as coherent systems and to imagine what it was like to actually live in societies different from our own.  
A major theme of this class will be on the art, architecture, and writing of ancient peoples.  We will begin to develop a language for discussing and writing about art and we will be looking closely a number of specific pieces of art as way of understanding the people who created and appreciated them, and as a way of sharpening our powers of observation and description.

During this block, we will explore our subject by means of an open dialogue, a model of education developed by Socrates in Athens during the 5th century BC.  This form of class requires the active participation of everyone involved.  Background information will be provided by lectures and selected readings, after which the students will be expected to apply their powers of imagination and critical thinking to delve into life of the periods and societies we examine.  Much of ancient history remains mysterious and unknown.  Therefore, it will be up to us to fill in the blanks and to create a coherent picture of life in the distant past.  For this reason, all students will need to be present, attentive, and engaged during our class sessions.

Class Outline

Week I:

Topic




Reading/Assignment


Mon., January 4:  
Art





Tues., January 5:
History




Ancient historians 

Wed., January 6:
Culture




The Forest People
Thurs., January 7:     
Egypt




Favorite Art + Description
Fri., January 8:
Egypt



Week II:
Mon., January 11:  
Mesopotamia  



Epic of Gilgamesh

Tues., January 12:
Mesopotamia



Code of Hammurabi
Wed., January 13:
Persia




Herodotus
Thurs., January 14:     
Greece





Fri., January 15:
Greek Politics and Warfare

Thucydides  

(Project choice due)
Week III:

Mon., January 18:  
Greek Philosophy 


Plato
Tues., January 19:
Rome




Wed., January 20:
Rome
Thurs., January 21:     
Final Test





Fri., January 22:
Final Projects Due
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Requirements and Expectations
--To earn a “Pass” for this class:   Earn at least 70 out of a possible 100 points.
--To earn a “Pass with Honors” for this class:  Earn at least 90 out of a possible 100 points.
1.
Class Participation—10 points
Students in this class are expected to be present, attentive, engaged, and respectful of other participants in the class.  Students should come having completed their reading and writing assignments and prepared to keep careful notes during class discussions.  Students who arrive late will lose one point from the overall total.
2. Daily readings, quizzes, and short writing assignments—40 points
During the block, there will be 8 short assignments, such as readings or brief creative or descriptive writings.  On the day following a reading assignment, there will be either a short quiz covering basic facts from the reading or a short writing assignment due at the beginning of class.  
Each assignment or quiz will be worth 5 points towards the class total.  Writing assignments submitted late will automatically lose 2 points and will be worth 0 points if they are not handed by the day after they are due.  Students who are absent are expected to get their assignments and turn in assigned work on their first day back.  Extensions may be requested in advance. 
3. Block Test—25 points
On Thursday, January 21, the full class period will be devoted to a comprehensive, open-notes essay test covering material from all three weeks of the block.  Possible questions might include comparison and contrast between two ancient civilizations, analysis and description of a work of art, analysis of how a technological development, political innovation, or new religion changed a society, a critical analysis of one of our readings, or philosophical questions about the nature of history and progress in human society.  
4.
Final Project—25 points
Step 1:  

Select a work of art or architecture created or built before the year 500 AD, from any part of the world.   It can be something we have studied in class or something you have researched and selected on your own. You will be asked to tell the class what you have chosen by the second Friday of the class, Jan. 15 
Step 2:  

Your assignment is to create a polished, accurate depiction or reproduction of this piece, suitable for display at the YIHS Art Show in February.  Your version can be created in any appropriate medium, including paint, charcoal, clay, wood, etc.  It can be 2D or 3D, although 2D pieces must be at least 11x17 in size and on good, display quality drawing paper.  

Step 3:

Your project should be accompanied by a written description and analysis of your chosen piece.  This writing should be at least 500 words long and include an exact physical description of the original piece, an explanation of its cultural context and any symbolic or cultural images it contains, and an artistic critique of what the piece means or what effect it has upon the viewer.  The project will be due on the last day of the class, Friday. Jan. 22.  No late submissions will be accepted without a prior (at least 1 day) request for an extension.
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